
5th Battalion The Rajput Regiment
The battalion was raised in 1825 as the 2nd Extra Regiment 

of the Bengal Native Infantry at erstwhile Cawnpore. It has a rich 
and glorious history spanning two centuries, throughout which, 
the battalion has consistently displayed bravery, resilience and 
sacrifice across diverse conflicts and terrains.

In 1828, it was renamed as 70th Bengal Native Infantry. 
Early campaigns in which the battalion was inducted include the 
Battle of Maharajpur (1843) and the Second Sikh War (1848-49), 
earning battle honours of Punjab, Chillianwallah and Gujarat. 
Serving with the Indian Expeditionary Force under British rule, 
the regiment saw action in China (1858-59), Bhutan (1865), 
and the Second Afghan War (1878-80) where the battalion was 
honoured with Battle Honours of China, Bhutan and Afghanistan. 
The saga of courage followed with the Burma War (1885-87) and 
the Hazara Expedition (1891) where the battle honour of Burma 
was bestowed on the Battalion. As the 11th Rajputs, the regiment 
fought in World War I across multiple theatres, including France, 
Egypt, and Mesopotamia, and later in the Afghan War (1919) 
earning the Battle Honour of Mesopotamia. Re-designated as 
the 5th Battalion, 7th Rajput Regiment, it fought its epochal last 
stand and suffered heavy losses defending Hong Kong during 
World War II where it earned its last pre-independence battle 
honour of Hong Kong. Unfortunately, the magnitude of loss of 
personnel due to death, and being taken prisoners of war was so 
grave that the battalion had to be demobilised after World War II. 
Captain Mateen Ahmed Ansari was posthumously awarded with 
George Cross, the only one held by the entire Rajput Regiment, 
for his unwavering courage in the face of brutal Japanese forces.

The saga of valour does not end here. The Battalion was 
re-raised as 5th Battalion of the Rajput Regiment in 1962, by Lt 
Col Brijpal Singh Vr C at Fatehgarh. Post re-raising, the battalion 
participated in the 1965 and 1971 Indo-Pak wars, and Operation 
Pawan in Sri Lanka, where it again demonstrated its mettle. 
During Operation Pawan, Hav Naipal Singh was posthumously 
awarded Vir Chakra for supreme sacrifice against the fierce and 
resilient LTTE.

The battalion also served in Operation Rakshak at 
challenging locations in the high altitude areas and Operation 
Vijay. The battalion notably achieved an unscathed tenure 
during Operation Meghdoot on the challenging Siachen Glacier, a 
rare feat for any unit guarding the frozen frontier. The Battalion 

has a unique distinction of presenting Guard Of Honour to three 
presidents of India, namely Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, Dr Pranab 
Mukherjee and Shri Ramnath Kovind. In the year 2018, the 
battalion represented the country at a global platform in the 
Ex SCO Peace Mission held at Chebarkul, Russia, one of a kind 
exercise which saw participation of seven foreign countries 
including Russia, China and Pakistan. It was the first instance 
when Indian and Pakistani forces participated in a friendly 
military exercise. With four consecutive unit citations in last 
decade, including 02 x Chief of Army Staff Unit Citation for its 
challenging tenures in the field at Kupwara and Poonch and 
02 x GOC-in-C Unit Citations at Jutogh and Sri Ganganagar for 
exceptional performance of duties in peace tenure, the battalion 
is one of the most professional infantry units of the Indian Army.

During its glorious 200 years, the Rajputs have proved 
their mettle while fighting in frozen glaciers, mountains, 
plains, beaches and deserts. Its sterling performance has always 
showcased professionalism at the epitome of excellence. The 
brave hearts from this unit have risen to the occasion and 
displayed their enduring spirit, with utter disregard to their 
personal safety, laying down their lives in the service of the 
nation. Due to its glorious history, presently the battalion is 
acknowledged as Prachand Paanch.

The list of gallantry/distinguished awards bestowed upon 
the battalion includes 1 Param Vishisht Seva Medal, 3 Ati Vishisht 
Seva Medal, 2 Vir Chakra, 1 Shaurya Chakra, 16 Sena Medal 
(Gallantry), 2 Yudh Seva Medal, 5 Mentions-in-Despatches, 25 
Chief of Army Staff Commendation Cards, 19 Vice Chief of Army 
Staff Commendation Cards, 82 GOC-in-C Commendation Cards 
and 2 Chief of Integrated Defence Staff Commendation Cards.

Department of Posts is proud to release commemorative 
stamps on the Rajput Regiment, celebrating their 200 years of 
courage, valour and contribution to protecting the nation. 
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5oha cVkfy;u n jktiwr jsftesaV
jktiwr cVkfy;u dh LFkkiuk o"kZ 1825 esa dkuiqj esa caxky usfVo 

bUQSaVªh dh nwljh vfrfjä jsftesaV ds :i esa dh xbZA bl cVkfy;u dk 
nks lnh iqjkuk bfrgkl vR;ar le`) ,oa xkSjo'kkyh gSA viuh LFkkiuk ds 
ckn ls bl cVkfy;u us fofHkUu lSU; la?k"kksaZ ,oa nqxZe HkwHkkxksa esa cgknqjh] 
–<+'kfä ,oa cfynku dk çn'kZu fd;k gSA

1828 esa bldk uke cnydj 70oha caxky usfVo bUQSaVªh dj fn;k x;kA 
bl cVkfy;u dks  'kq#vkr esa egkjktiqj ds ;q) ¼1843½ vkSj f}rh; fl[k 
;q) ¼1848&49½ esa 'kkfey fd;k x;kA ftlesa blus iatkc] fpfy;kuokyk 
vkSj xqtjkr ds ;q) lEeku vftZr fd,A fczfV'k 'kklu ds v/khu Hkkjrh; 
[kksth vfHk;ku cy ds lkFk dke djrs gq,] bl jsftesaV us phu ¼1858&59½] 
HkwVku ¼1865½ vkSj f}rh; vQxku ;q) ¼1878&80½ esa Hkkx fy;k] ftuds 
fy, bls phu] HkwVku vkSj vQxkfuLrku ds ;q) lEekuksa ls lEekfur fd;k 
x;kA lkgl dh ;g xkFkk cekZ ;q) ¼1885&87½ vkSj gtkjk vfHk;ku ¼1891½ 
ds nkSjku Hkh tkjh jgh] ftles bl cVkfy;u dks cekZ dk ;q) lEeku 
çnku fd;k x;kA bl cVkfy;u us 11oha jktiwr jsthesaV ds :i esa] çFke 
fo'o ;q) ds nkSjku Ýkal] felz vkSj eslksiksVkfe;k lfgr dbZ LFkkuksa ij 
;q) yM+kA rRi'pkr cVkfy;u us vQxku ;q) ¼1919½ esa eslksiksVkfe;k 
dk ;q) lEeku çkIr fd;kA 5oha cVkfy;u] 7oha jktiwr jsftesaV ds :i esa 
blus f}rh; fo'o ;q) ds nkSjku gkaxdkax dh j{kk djrs gq, fu.kkZ;d ;q) 
yM+kA bl ;q) ds nkSjku bl cVkfy;u dks Hkkjh uqdlku mBkuk iM+kA 
gkykafd bl cVkfy;u us Lora=rk&iwoZ dk gkaxdkax dk viuk vafre ;q) 
lEeku vftZr fd;kA nqHkkZX;o'k] bl ;q) ds nkSjku cM+h la[;k esa lSfudksa 
ds 'kghn gks tkus vFkok canh cuk fy, tkus ds dkj.k bl cVkfy;u 
dks fo?kfVr djuk iM+kA bl cVkfy;u ds dSIVu erhu vgen valkjh us 
tkikuh lsuk ds u`'kal geyksa dk lkeuk djrs gq, vnE; lkgl dk çn'kZu 
fd;k] ftlds fy, mUgsa ej.kksijkar t‚tZ Ø‚l ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA ;g 
jktiwr jsftesaV dks çkIr ,dek= t‚tZ Ø‚l gSA

bl cVkfy;u dh ohjrk dh xkFkk ;gha lekIr ugha gksrhA 1962 esa 
Qrsgx<+ esa bl cVkfy;u dks ysf¶VusaV duZy c`tiky flag] ohjpØ 
}kjk 5oha cVkfy;u] jktiwr jsftesaV ds :i esa iqu% LFkkfir fd;k x;kA 
iqu%LFkkiuk ds ckn] bl cVkfy;u us 1965 vkSj 1971 ds Hkkjr&ikd ;q) 
vkSj Jhyadk esa v‚ijs'ku iou esa Hkkx fy;k ,oa vius ijkØe dk yksgk 
euok;kA v‚ijs'ku iou ds nkSjku] fueZe ,oa [krjukd ,yVhVhbZ dk 
eqdkcyk djrs gq, loksZPp cfynku djus okys bl jsftesaV ds goynkj 
usiky flag dks ej.kksijkar ohj pØ ls lEekfur fd;k x;kA

bl cVkfy;u us ÅapkbZ okys {ks=ksa esa fLFkr pqukSrhiw.kZ LFkkuksa ij 
v‚ijs'ku j{kd ,oa v‚ijs'ku fot; esa Hkh Hkkx fy;kA bl cVkfy;u us 

pqukSrhiw.kZ fl;kfpu Xysf'k;j ij v‚ijs'ku es?knwr ds nkSjku tku dh dksbZ 
gkfu mBk, fcuk dq'ky dk;Zdky iwjk fd;k] tksfd cQZ ls <dh lhekvksa dh 
j{kk djus okyh fdlh Hkh bdkbZ ds fy, vR;ar cM+h miyfC/k gSA jktiwr 
cVkfy;u dks Hkkjr ds rhu jk"Vªifr;ksa] M‚ ,-ih-ts- vCnqy dyke] M‚ ç.kc 
eq[kthZ vkSj Jh jkeukFk dksfoan dks xkMZ&v‚Q&v‚uj nsus dk vuwBk xkSjo 
çkIr gSA o"kZ 2018 esa cVkfy;u us :l ds pscjdqy esa vk;ksftr ,Dl 
,llhvks 'kkafr fe'ku esa oSf'od eap ij ns'k dk çfrfuf/kRo fd;kA ;g 
viuh rjg dk vuwBk lSU; vH;kl Fkk ftlesa :l] phu vkSj ikfdLrku 
lfgr lkr ns'kksa us Hkkx fy;kA ;g igyk volj Fkk tc Hkkjr vkSj 
ikfdLrku dh lsukvksa us eS=hiw.kZ lSU; vH;kl esa Hkkx fy;kA fiNys ,d 
n'kd esa bl cVkfy;u dks yxkrkj pkj ;wfuV ç'kfLr i=ksa ls vya—r 
fd;k x;k gSA buesa dwiokM+k vkSj iqaN {ks=ksa esa vius pqukSrhiw.kZ dk;Zdky ds 
fy, çkIr 02 phQ v‚Q vkehZ LVkQ ;wfuV ç'kfLr i= vkSj 'kkafr dky ds 
nkSjku tqVksx ,oa Jhxaxkuxj esa MîwVh ds vlk/kkj.k çn'kZu ds fy, fn, 
x, 02 thvkslh&bu&lh ;wfuV ç'kfLr&i= Hkh 'kkfey gSaA ;g cVkfy;u] 
Hkkjrh; lsuk dh lcls is'ksoj baQsaVjh ;wfuVksa esa ls ,d gSA 

200 o"kZ ds vius xkSjo'kkyh bfrgkl esa] jktiwr cVkfy;u ds lwjekvksa 
us cQZ ls <ds Xysf'k;jksa] ioZrksa] eSnkuksa] leqæh rVksa vkSj jsfxLrkuksa esa ns'k ds 
fy, yM+rs gq, viuh 'kwjrk dks lkfcr fd;k gSA bl cVkfy;u ds mR—"V 
çn'kZu us lnk gh dk;Zdq'kyrk dh cqyan felky is'k dh gSA bl ;wfuV ds 
vusd cgknqj tokuksa us ekSdk vkus ij vius vnE; lkgl dk ifjp; nsrs 
gq, tku dh ijokg fd, fcuk] jk"Vª&lsok esa vius çk.kksa dh vkgqfr nh gSA 
vius xkSjo'kkyh bfrgkl ds dkj.k] orZeku esa bl cVkfy;u dks çpaM ikap 
ds :i esa tkuk tkrk gSA 

bl cVkfy;u dks çkIr ohjrk@fof'k"V iqjLdkjksa dh lwph esa 1 ije 
fof'k"V lsok ind] 3 vfr fof'k"V lsok ind] 2 ohj pØ] 1 'kkS;Z pØ] 16 
lsuk ind ¼ohjrk½] 2 ;q) lsok ind] 5 esa'ku&bu&fMLiSp] 25 phQ v‚Q 
vkehZ LVkQ ç'kfLr&i=] 19 okbl phQ v‚Q vkehZ LVkQ ç'kfLr&i=] 82 
thvkslh&bu&lh ç'kfLr&i= vkSj 2 phQ v‚Q baVhxzsVsM fMQsal LVkQ 
ç'kfLr&i= 'kkfey gSaA 

Mkd foHkkx] jktiwr jsftesaV ij Lekjd Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs gq, 
xoZ dk vuqHko djrk gSA ;g Mkd&fVdV bl jsftesaV dh 200 o"kZ ohjrk] 
'kkS;Z vkSj ns'k dh j{kk esa blds ;ksxnku ds egRo dks js[kkafdr djrk gSA 
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